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1 . This application lias been reassigned to Examiner David Phantana-angl<ool. 

2. Tliis action is responsive to the following communications: RCE filed on October 27'^ 2008. 
This action is made final. 

3. Claims 1-4, 6, 9-12, 14-20, 23- 26, 30, 31, and 33-40 are pending claims. 

4. Applicant amended claims 1 , 4, 6, 10, 14, 15-20, 23-26, 30, and 31 . 

5. Applicant canceled claims 5, 7, 8, 13, 21 , 22, 27-29, and 32. 

6. Applicant added claims 33-40. 

7. Applicant amended claims 14 in response to the 35 U.S.C. 101 rejection. Applicants' amendment 
has addressed the 35 U.S.C. 101 rejection and therefore, in view of the newly submitted claims, 
the 35 U.S.C. 101 rejection is now withdrawn. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

8. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible for continued 
examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's 
submission filed on 10/27/2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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10. Claims 1-4, 6, 9-12, 14-20, 23- 26, and 33-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tsai (2003/0184525) in view of Capps et al, US# 5,345,543. 
As for independent claim 1 : 

Tsai discloses a method for changing an orientation of a User Interface, comprising; detecting a course of 
motion tfiat is performed on said user interface, and cfianging said orientation of said user interface witfi 
respect to a piiysical device said user interface is integrated in according to said detected course of 
motion (see abstract and figures 2a-2c for example). Tsai teaches of a rotating an image on the display 
by touching the panel and dragging across quadrants to rotate (see paragraphs 0019 to 0021 for 
example) and that the user can drag the hat to rotate the image. Tsia also teaches of image being on the 
display (see figures 2a-2c for example). Tsai does not explicitly disclose displaying a draaaina element 
(dragging element as explained by the applicant) on said user interface , wherein said draaaina element is 
independent of content displayed on said user interface and is displayed at a predetermined position of 
said user interface . However in the same field of invention Capps teaches a dragging element 
independent of the content displayed on the user interface Fig. 3#61 , see col. 5, lines 1-14. Capps 
further teaches that the user can drag on an icon#61 to rotate the user interface in Col. 5, line 64 to Col. 
6, line 5. It would have been obvious to a skilled artisan at the time of the invention was made to modify 
the teaching of Tsai to incorporate a dragging element displayed independent of the user interface and 
the dragging element used for rotating the user interface, thus distinctly show the user where to 
manipulate the dragging element to perform the desired function (Capps, 5:48-62). 

Re claim 2, note that Tsai discloses a method, wherein said course of motion is performed on 

said user interface via a user interface interaction device (see abstract). 

Re claim 3, note that Tsai discloses a method, wherein said user interface is a touch-screen 

display and wherein said user interface interaction device is a touching device (see abstract and 

figures 2a-2c for example). 

Re claim 4, note that Tsai discloses a method, wherein said user interface interaction device is a 
device configured to control the movement of an element on said user interface (see abstract and 
figures 2a-2c for example). 
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Re claim 6, note that Tsai discloses a method, wherein said dragging element is located near an 
edge of the user interface. (See abstract and figures 2a-2c, hat is near the top edge in figure 2a 
for example) 

Re claim 9, note that Tsai discloses a method, wherein said detected course of motion is 

visualized on said user interface (see abstract and figures 2a-2c for example). 

Re claim 10, note that Tsai discloses a method, wherein said orientation of said user interface is 

changed by 90 degree, 180 degree, or 270 degree, with respect to said physical device said user 

interface is integrated in (see abstract and paragraph 0023 for example). 

Re claim 11 , note that Tsai discloses a method, wherein images that are displayed on said user 

interface are transformed and/or re-scaled according to said changed orientation (see abstract 

and figures 2a-2c for example). 

Re claim 12, note that Tsai discloses a method, wherein said user interface is integrated in a 
hand-held device, in particular a mobile phone or a Personal Digital Assistant (see abstract and 

paragraph 0019). 

Re claim 14, note that Tsai discloses a computer readable medium storing a computer program 
with instructions so that when executed by a processor performs the method of claim 1 (see 
abstract and paragraph 0020 for example). 

As for independent claim 15: 

Tsai discloses a n apparatus comprising: 

a detector configured to a course of motion that is performed on a user interface by draaaina element. 
and a processor and controller configured changing said orientation of said user interface with respect to 
a physical device said user interface is integrated in according to said detected course of motion, (see 
abstract and figures 2a-2c for example). Tsai teaches of a rotating an image on the display by touching 
the panel and dragging across quadrants to rotate (see paragraphs 0019 to 0021 for example). Tsia also 
teaches of image being on the display (see figures 2a-2c for example). Tsai does not explicitly disclose 
display said draaaina element on said user interface , wherein said draaaina element is independent of 
content displayed on said user interface and is displayed at a predetermined position of said user 
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interface . However, It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use drag the hat of the snowman image of Tsai and use it as a dragging element 
or input control logic in order to display an input control logic (an element to drag) to rotate the snowman 
image on the display. However in the same field of invention Capps teaches a dragging element 
independent of the content displayed on the user interface Fig. 3#61, see col. 5, lines 1-14. Capps 
further teaches that the user can drag on an icon#61 to rotate the user interface in Col. 5, line 64 to Col. 
6, line 5. It would have been obvious to a skilled artisan at the time of the invention was made to modify 
the teaching of Tsai to incorporate a dragging element displayed independent of the user interface and 
the dragging element used for rotating the user interface, thus distinctly show the user where to 
manipulate the dragging element to perform the desired function (Capps, 5:48-62). 

Re claim 16, note that Tsai discloses the apparatus, wherein said apparatus is integrated in a 
hand-held device, in particular a mobile phone or a Personal Digital Assistant (see abstract and 
paragraph 0019 for example). 

Re claim 17, note that Tsai discloses an apparatus device, comprising: at least one user 
interface. 

Re claim 18, note that Tsai discloses the apparatus, further comprising a user interface 
interaction device, via which said course of motion is performed on said at least one user 
interface (see abstract and figures 2a-2c for example). 

Re claim 19, note that Tsai discloses the apparatus, wherein said at least one user interface is a 
touch-screen display and wherein said user interface interaction device is a touching device (see 
abstract and figures 2a-2c for example). 

Re claim 20, note that Tsai discloses the apparatus, wherein said user interface interaction 
device is a device configured to control the movement of an element on said at least one user 
interface (see abstract and figures 2a-2c for example). 

Re claim 23, note that Tsai discloses the apparatus, further configured to visualize said detected 
course of motion on said at least one user interface (see abstract and figures 2a-2c for example). 
Re claim 24, note that Tsai discloses the apparatus, wherein said apparatus is configured to 
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change said orientation of said at least one user interface is ctianged by 90.degree., 180. degree, 
or 270.degree. with respect to said mobile phone (see abstract and paragraph 0023 for example). 
Re claim 25, note that Tsai discloses the apparatus, further comprising means for transforming 
and/or re-scaling images that are displayed on said at least one user interface according to said 
changed orientation (see abstract and figures 2a-2c for example). 
As for independent claim 26: 

Re claim 26, Tsai discloses a apparatus for changing an orientation of a user interface, comprising; 
means for detecting a course of motion that is performed on said user interface by draaainq said draggina 
element, and means for changing an_ orientation of said user interface with respect to a physical device 
said user interface is integrated in according to said detected course of motion (See abstract, paragraphs 
0019, 0020 and figures 2a-2cfor example). Tsai teaches of a rotating an image on the display by 
touching the panel and dragging across quadrants to rotate (see paragraphs 0019 to 0021 for example). 
Tsia also teaches of image being on the display (see figures 2a-2c for example). Tsai does not explicitly 
disclose means for displaying a dragging element (dragging element as explained by the applicant) on a 
user interface , wherein said dragging element is independent of content displayed on said user interface 
and is displayed at a predetermined position of said user interface . However in the same field of 
invention Capps teaches a dragging element independent of the content displayed on the user interface 
Fig. 3#61, see col. 5, lines 1-14. Capps further teaches that the user can drag on an icon#61 to rotate the 
user interface in Col. 5, line 64 to Col. 6, line 5. It would have been obvious to a skilled artisan at the time 
of the invention was made to modify the teaching of Tsai to incorporate a dragging element displayed 
independent of the user interface and the dragging element used for rotating the user interface, thus 
distinctly show the user where to manipulate the dragging element to perform the desired function 
(Capps, 5:48-62). 

Re claim 33, note that Tsai-Capps suggest the method, wherein said user interface is a touch- 
screen display, and wherein said orientation of said touch-screen display is changed by rotating 
the complete display and input control logic (Capps, 5:48-62 and 4:35-65). It would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the 
method of Tsai for the same reason stated previously above (see claim 1 supra). 
Re claim 34, note that Tsai-Capps suggest the method according to claim 1, wherein said 
predetermined position is a corner of said user interface (Capps, 5:48-62). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the 
method of Tsai for the same reason stated previously above (see claim 1 supra). 
Re claim 35, note that Tsai-Capps suggest the method according to claim 34, wherein dragging 
said dragging element from said corner to a neighboring corner causes said orientation of said 
user interface to be changed by 90°with respect to said device said user interface is integrated in 
(Tsai, Fig. IB and Capps 5:48-62). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention was made to modify the method of Tsai for the same reason stated 
previously above (see claim 1 supra). 

Re claim 36, note that Tsai-Capps suggest the method according to claim 34, wherein dragging 
said dragging element from said corner to a diagonally opposite corner causes said orientation of 
said user interface to be changed by 180°with respect to said device said user interface is 
integrated in (Tsai, Fig. IB and Capps 5:48-62). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the method of Tsai for the same 
reason stated previously above (see claim 1 supra). 

Re claim 37, note that Tsai-Capps suggest the apparatus according to claim 15, wherein said 
user interface is a touch- screen display, and wherein said apparatus is configured to change said 
orientation of said touch-screen display by rotating the complete display and input control logic 
(Capps, 5:48-62 and 4:35-65). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the method of Tsai for the same reason stated 
previously above (see claim 1 supra). 

Re claim 38, note that Tsai-Capps suggest the apparatus according to claim 15, wherein said 
predetermined position is a corner of said user interface (Tsai, Fig. IB and Capps 5:48-62). It 
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would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made 
to modify the method of Tsai for the same reason stated previously above (see claim 1 supra). 
Re claim 39, note that Tsai-Capps suggest the apparatus according to claim 38, wtierein said 
apparatus is configured so that dragging said dragging element from said corner to a neighboring 
corner causes said orientation of said user interface to be changed by 90°with respect to said 
device said user interface is integrated in (Tsai, Fig. 1 B and Capps 5:48-62). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the 
method of Tsai for the same reason stated previously above (see claim 1 supra). 
Re claim 40, note that Tsai-Capps apparatus according to claim 38, wherein said apparatus is 
configured so that dragging said dragging element from said corner to a diagonally opposite 
corner causes said orientation of said user interface to be changed by 1 80°with respect to said 
device said user interface is integrated in (Tsai, Fig. IB and Capps 5:48-62). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the 
method of Tsai for the same reason stated previously above (see claim 1 supra). 
5. Claims 30-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tsai 
(2003/0184525) In view of Capps et al, US# 5,345,543, and in further view of Meier et al.US# 
5,513,309). 

Re claim 30, Tsai substantially discloses a method as set forth in claim 1 above. Tsai and Capps do not 
explicitly disclose wherein said course of motion is performed on said user interface by dragging a 
dragging element that is displayed on said user interface, and wherein said dragging element is a soft 
button that is provided on said user interface for other purposes and is assigned additional functionality to 

initiate said change of said orientation of said user interface only when being dragged across said user 
interface. However, Meier et al. teaches of wherein said course of motion is performed on said user 
interface by dragging a dragging element (handle 85 for example) that is displayed on said user interface, 
and wherein said dragging element is a soft button (handle, see figures 3b to 3d for example) that is 
provided on said user interface for other purposes and is assigned additional functionality to initiate said 
change of said orientation of said user interface only when being dragged across said user interface (see 
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column 7 lines 53-56 and column 9 lines 16-19 according to the numbering in the middle for example). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have wherein said course of motion is performed on said user interface by dragging a dragging element 
that is displayed on said user interface, and wherein said dragging element is a soft button that is 
provided on said user interface for other purposes and is assigned additional functionality to initiate said 
change of said orientation of said user interface only when being dragged across said user interface as 
taught by Meier et al. on the method of Tsai and Capps in order to display specific element to drag to 
rotate. 

Re claim 31 , Tsai substantially discloses a device as set forth in claim 15 above. Tsai and Capps do not 
explicitly disclose wherein said course of motion is performed on said user interface by dragging a 
dragging element that is displayed on said user interface, and wherein said dragging element is a soft 
button that is provided on said user interface for other purposes and is assigned additional functionality to 
initiate said change of said orientation of said user interface only when being dragged across said user 
interface. However, Meier et al. teaches of wherein said course of motion is performed on said user 
interface by dragging a dragging element (handle 85 for example) that is displayed on said user interface, 
and wherein said dragging element is a soft button (handle, see figures 3b to 3d for example) that is 
provided on said user interface for other purposes and is assigned additional functionality to initiate said 
change of said orientation of said user interface only when being dragged across said user interface (see 
column 7 lines 53-56 and column 9 lines 16-19 according to the numbering in the middle for example). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have wherein said course of motion is performed on said user interface by dragging a dragging element 
that is displayed on said user interface, and wherein said dragging element is a soft button that is 
provided on said user interface for other purposes and is assigned additional functionality to initiate said 
change of said orientation of said user interface only when being dragged across said user interface as 
taught by Meier et al. on the device of Tsai and Capps in order to display specific element to drag to 
rotate. 
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It is noted that any citation to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the prior art 
references and any interpretation of the references should not be considered to be limiting in any 
way. A reference is relevant for all it contains and may be relied upon for all that it would have 
reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. In re Heck, 699 F.2d 1331, 1332- 
33,216 USPQ 1038, 1039 (Fed. Cir. 1983) (quoting In re Lemelson, 397 F.2d 1006, 1009, 158 USPQ 
275, 277 (CCPA1968)). 

The Examiner notes MPEP § 2144.01, that quotes In re Preda, 401 F.2d 825,159 USPQ 342, 
344 (CCPA 1968) as stating "in considering the disclosure of a reference, it is proper to take into 
account not only specific teachings of the reference but also the inferences which one skilled in 
the art would reasonably be expected to draw therefrom." Further MPEP 2123, states that "a 
reference may be relied upon for all that it would have reasonably suggested to one having 
ordinary skill the art, including nonpreferred embodiments. Merck & Co. v. Biocraft Laboratories, 
874 F.2d 804, 10 USPQ2d 1843 (Fed. Cir.), cert, denied, 493 U.S. 975 (1989). 

Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 6, 9-12, 14-20, 23- 26, 30, and 31 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to David Pliantana-angkool whose telephone number is 571-272-2673. The examiner can 
normally be reached on M-F, 9:00-5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
William Bashore can be reached on 571-272-4088. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 




DP 

/David Phantana-angkool/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2175 



/William L. Bashore/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2175 



